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1 5  YEARS  LATER :  SURV IV ING  INTO  ADULTHOOD
by Courtney Blum, 18 years old

Many people have events in their  l ives that change them forever.
My experience has had an impact on not only myself,  but those who
love me as well .   At just three years old,  I  did not understand the
severity of the changes my l ife was about to undergo.   Having
cancer at a young age profoundly impacted my l ife,  because
without that,  I  would not be who I  am today.   
 

In  June of 2005,  what seemed be an innocent stomach virus turned
out to be much more than expected.   I  was rushed to Texas
Children ’s Hospital  (TCH) when an ultrasound revealed a large tumor
on my kidney.   After  surgery and pathology reports,  I  was diagnosed
with Stage I I I  Wilms ’  Tumor.   This diagnosis required surgery to
remove my kidney and the tumor,  a port placement,  abdominal
radiation,  and seven months of outpatient chemotherapy.   I  spent
thirteen days in the hospital  and returned weekly for  treatments.   
 
 After almost eight months,  my
port was removed, and I  was
considered cancer free.   I  started
kindergarten l ike al l  kids my age
and was loving being a carefree
child again.   In  October,  a  scan
revealed my worst nightmare.   I
had to check out of school  and
start in-patient treatment for
Stage IV Metastatic Wilms ’
Tumor.  After  a lung surgery and
port replacement,  I  began to have
heart problems.  My mom would l ie
awake at night l istening to my 

heartbeat on monitors,  wondering if  it  would be my last;  she wanted to
be awake if  my heart ever stopped.
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by Courtney Blum

(Continued  from  cover)  For  the next year,  I  was admitted into the hospital  every three weeks for
chemotherapy and total  lung radiation.   I  lost al l  my hair  due to the harsh chemo I  was given.   The
chemo caused my immune system to be so compromised that I  was unable to complete treatment.   We
had to hope and pray for  the best.   My home l ife was greatly impacted by dai ly  doctor visits and blood
infusions.   My mom, sister,  and I  learned to make our own fun at home away from crowds and people
who potential ly  could make me sick.   Our new version of fun was just enjoying l ife outside of the
hospital  wal ls.   We would play games and I  would f inal ly  be able to have fr iends over to play with me
and my sister.   We would just try to come up with anything to keep my mind off of what I  was going
through.
 

Both Candlel ighters and my team at TCH worked to make the hol idays I  spent in the hospital  as happy
as possible,  but nothing felt  l ike home.  I  never real ly  knew that al l  chi ldren didn ’t l ive l ike this.   This
l ifestyle just became my new normal  for  the next few years of my young l ife.   My mom always told me I
was special,  but I  never real ly  knew what she meant by that.   Looking back,  I  know she said this
because of what I  was going through.  She made it  her  goal  to make sure I  was always happy and never
real ly  knew how sick I  was.   Throughout my whole treatment,  I  never saw my mom cry once.   She always
made sure I  stayed positive and strong in my faith even through the toughest of t imes.   She was my
lifesaver in this journey,  and for  that,  I  wi l l  never be able to thank her enough.
 

My struggles in the past helped me learn what my purpose in l ife is.   I  feel  this journey has led me to
be a witness to others about the power of prayer and how valuable l ife is.   This is  why I  stay active in
chi ldhood cancer organizations l ike Candlel ighters.   I  hope to raise awareness every September for
Chi ldhood Cancer Awareness Month.   I  wi l l  continue to volunteer at camps as a counselor  to help other
kids deal ing with the same struggles I  have faced.   I  hope to raise money for  research to help cure
childhood cancer.
 

In  the future,  I  plan to devote my l ife in making sure no chi ld has to go through this struggle alone.   I
would l ike to go to col lege and explore career opportunities that wil l  enable me to make a difference
in the l ife of a chi ld with cancer.   Whether in research or  in treatment,  I  wi l l  have valuable insight into
what my patients are deal ing with and the impact it  wi l l  make on their  l ives,  just as it  did mine.
Though the struggles I  faced left me with long-term side effects,  I  choose to focus on the positive
lessons that surviving cancer has taught me.  Cancer took a lot from me, but in the end,  I  gained more
than I  lost.   I  want to shine a positive l ight on the world as a survivor of chi ldhood cancer,  which has
made me who I  am today.



W h e n  m y  d a u g h t e r  C o u r t n e y  w a s  d i a g n o s e d  w i t h  S t a g e  I I I  W i l m s '  T u m o r  a t  t h e  y o u n g  a g e  o f  t h r e e ,  I  w a s
p r e t t y  s u r e  l i f e  w o u l d  n e v e r  b e  t h e  s a m e  f o r  o u r  f a m i l y .   U n d e r s t a n d i n g  w h a t  l i f e  w o u l d  b e  w i t h  a n
i m m u n o c o m p r o m i s e d  c h i l d ,  I  i m m e d i a t e l y  k n e w  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  f u n c t i o n  s o c i a l l y  a s  w e  h a d  b e f o r e
h e r  d i a g n o s i s .   A l l  o f  t h e  s u d d e n ,  w e  w e r e  i s o l a t e d  f r o m  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y .   W e  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t .   I  c r i n g e d
a t  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  a n y  g e r m - r i d d e n  k i d s  c o m i n g  a r o u n d  h e r  g e t t i n g  h e r  s i c k  -  s o m e t h i n g  I  n e v e r  r e a l l y
t h o u g h t  t w i c e  a b o u t  b e f o r e .   
 
 

CAMP  CL IFF :  A  WEEKEND  THAT  CHANGED  OUR  L IVES
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by Cathy Blum

W h e n  t h e  s t a f f  a n d  o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  a t  T e x a s  C h i l d r e n ' s  H o s p i t a l  s p o k e  o f
c a m p s  a n d  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  C o u r t n e y  a n d  o u r  f a m i l y ,  I  r e a l l y  t h o u g h t
t h a t  w o u l d  b e  s o m e t h i n g  w e  w o u l d  e x p e r i e n c e  w a y  d o w n  t h e  r o a d ,  l o n g
a f t e r  a l l  h e r  c h e m o t h e r a p y  a n d  t r e a t m e n t s  w e r e  c o m p l e t e d .   W h e n  w e  w e r e
i n v i t e d  t o  C a n d l e l i g h t e r s '  C a m p  C L I F F ,  I  w a s n ' t  s u r e  w e  w e r e  r e a d y  - -
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  I  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  b e  s l e e p i n g  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c a b i n s !  
 U p  u n t i l  t h a t  p o i n t ,  C o u r t n e y  a n d  I  h a d  n e v e r  s p e n t  a  n i g h t  a p a r t  f r o m  e a c h
o t h e r  b e f o r e !
 

D e s p i t e  m y  r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  w e  t o o k  t h e  l e a p  a n d  a t t e n d  C a n d l e l i g h t e r s  C a m p
C L I F F  f a m i l y  c a m p  w e e k e n d .  W h e n  w e  a r r i v e d ,  I  w a s  b l o w n  a w a y  b y  h o w  k i n d
e v e r y o n e  w a s .   T h e r e  w e r e  s o  m a n y  t h i n g s  t o  d o !   I  b e g a n  t o  r e a l i z e  j u s t
h o w  p r o t e c t i v e  I  h a d  b e c o m e  o v e r  C o u r t n e y .   B u t  a t  C a m p  C L I F F ,  I  w a s  a b l e
t o  l e t  m yt o  l e t  m y  g u a r d  d o w n  q u i c k l y .   A l t h o u g h  s h e  w a s  b a l d ,  n o  o n e  s t a r e d  o r  t r e a t e d  h e r  d i f f e r e n t l y ;  w e  d i d n ' t

f e e l  l i k e  t h e  o u t c a s t  f a m i l y .  T h i s  w a s  w h e r e  w e  b e l o n g e d !   I  w e n t  t o  e v e r y  a c t i v i t y  t o  t a k e  p i c t u r e s  o f  h e r
h a v i n g  s o  m a n y  n e w  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  t o  a s s u r e  h e r  I  w a s  t h e r e ,  w h i l e  a l s o  a t t e n d i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t
a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  m o m s .
 

T h e  n e x t  y e a r  C o u r t n e y ' s  s i s t e r  R i l e y  w a s  o l d  e n o u g h  t o  c o m e .   T h e y  b o t h  h a d  a  h a r d  t i m e  b e i n g  a w a y  f r o m
m e ,  a n d  I  r a n  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c a m p  t r y i n g  t o  b e  a t  e v e r y t h i n g .   I t  w a s  e x h a u s t i n g ,  b u t  v e r y  r e w a r d i n g  t o  s e e
m y  g i r l s  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  w h o  h a d  c a n c e r  a n d  t h e i r  s i b l i n g s .   T h e y  n e v e r  w a n t e d  c a m p  t o  b e
o v e r !  T h e y  h a v e  s l o w l y  g r o w n  u p  a n d  h a v e  n e e d e d  m e  l e s s  a n d  l e s s  a t  c a m p  e a c h  y e a r .   T h i r t e e n  y e a r s
l a t e r ,  I  n o  l o n g e r  h a v e  t o  s n e a k  i n  t o  t h e i r  c a b i n s  a t  n i g h t  a n d  h e l p  t h e m  f a l l  s l e e p .
 
 
N o w  I  g e t  t o  s p e n d  m o r e  t i m e  w i t h  f r i e n d s  o f  m y  o w n ;
f r i e n d s  t h a t  I  h a v e  m a d e  t h r o u g h  t h i s  c a m p  g e t a w a y
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  C a n d l e l i g h t e r s .   T h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  p l a c e  I  g o
w h e r e  p e o p l e  u n d e r s t a n d  o u r  u n i q u e  s t r u g g l e s  a n d
c o n s t a n t  w o r r i e s .   M y  f a v o r i t e  p a r t  o f  c a m p  i s  s t a y i n g  u p
l a t e  a n d  t a l k i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  c a n c e r  m o m s  a b o u t  p a s t
e x p e r i e n c e s  d u r i n g  o r i g i n a l  d i a g n o s e s ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h
r e l a p s e s ,  a n d  h o w  w e  n o w  l i v e  w i t h  t h e  s i d e  e f f e c t s  o f
c a n c e r  t r e a t m e n t .
 

C a m p  C L I F F  i s  t h e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  o u r  y e a r .   N o  e x t r a v a g a n t
v a c a t i o n  c o u l d  e v e r  m a t c h  w h a t  w e  e x p e r i e n c e  a t  c a m p
e v e r y  y e a r .   T h i s  i s  C o u r t n e y ' s  l a s t  y e a r  a s  a  c a m p e r  a n d
s h e  i s  r e a l l y  s a d  a b o u t  i t !   B u t ,  s h e  h o p e s  t o  t r a n s i t i o n  t o
a  v o l u n t e e r  r o l e ,  a n d  t h e n  a t t e n d  a s  a  c o u n s e l o r  a f t e r  s h e  
f u l f i l l s  h e r  d r e a m  o f  b e c o m i n g  a  n u r s e !   C a m p  C L I F F  h a s  t r u l y  b e e n  l i f e  c h a n g i n g  f o r  u s .   W e  a r e  f o r e v e r
g r a t e f u l  t o  C a n d l e l i g h t e r s  f o r  a l l  t h e y  h a v e  d o n e  f o r  o u r  f a m i l y ,  d u r i n g  a n d  l o n g  a f t e r  t r e a t m e n t .

For more information about Camp CLIFF (Children Loved In Families Forever), please visit candle.org/family-events/camp-cliff.
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CAMP  CL I F F Sponsorship Opportunities

Party Sponsor
Cabin Sponsor

Camper Sponsor
Art Barn Sponsor

T-shirt Sponsor
Fireworks Sponsor

Family Sponsor
Entertainment Sponsor

Jolly Cart Sponsor
Fill-The-Cabins Sponsor

DECORATIONS & FOOD FOR SATURDAY NIGHT PARTY

HELP VOLUNTEER COUNSELORS DECORATE THEIR CABINS

SEND 1 CAMPER TO CAMP CLIFF

HELP US PURCHASE ART MATERIALS FOR CAMP CRAFTS

SEND A WHOLE FAMILY TO CAMP CLIFF

SPONSOR FRIDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT FOR CAMPERS

PRINTING OF CAMP CLIFF T-SHIRTS

SPONSOR THE FIREWORKS SHOW FOR SATURDAY NIGHT

SPONSOR GOLF CART TRANSPORTATION FOR CAMPERS 

SEND 15 KIDS & FAMILY MEMBERS TO CAMP

$ 100

$200

$500

$2 ,000

$ 1 ,500

$800

$ 1 ,000

$2 ,500

$3 ,000

$50

C a m p  C L I F F  ( C h i l d r e n  L o v e d  I n  F a m i l i e s  F o r e v e r )  i s  o u r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  C a n d l e l i g h t e r s  f a m i l i e s  a  w e e k e n d
a w a y  f r o m  t h e  " c a n c e r  b u b b l e "  t o  r e l a x ,  u n p l u g ,  e n j o y  u n i q u e  c a m p  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  c o n n e c t  w i t h  o t h e r
f a m i l i e s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  o n  a  s i m i l a r  c h i l d h o o d  c a n c e r  j o u r n e y .   A s  y o u  w i l l  r e a d  i n  t h i s  s p e c i a l  C h i l d h o o d  C a n c e r
A w a r e n e s s  M o n t h  i s s u e ,  C a m p  C L I F F  i s  a  h i g h l i g h t  a n d  f o r e v e r - m e m o r y  f o r  f a m i l i e s ;  i t  i s  t h e i r  c h a n c e  t o  c a t c h  a
b r e a t h  a n d  " f e e l  n o r m a l "  a g a i n  a s  t h e y  e n j o y  t h e  f r e s h  a i r  o u t  a t  C a m p  F o r  A l l ,  j u s t  a n  h o u r  o u t s i d e  o f  H o u s t o n .   
T o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  b e s t  w e e k e n d  e v e r  f o r  o u r  f a m i l i e s ,  w e  r e l y  o n  s p o n s o r s  a n d  d o n o r s  t o  u n d e r w r i t e
v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  o u r  c a m p  w e e k e n d .   With  your  help ,  w e  c a n  p r o v i d e  l i f e - l o n g  c h e r i s h e d
m e m o r i e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  c a n c e r  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  s p o n s o r s h i p  l e v e l s  b e l o w  a n d  c o n s i d e r
s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  y e a r ' s  ' W i l d  W e s t  W e e k e n d '  a t  C a m p  C L I F F !   The  Camp  CLIFF  weekend  is  October  11-13,  2019.  

To sponsor one of the above areas at camp, please contact Program Director Carly Bradshaw at cbradshaw@candle.org or
713.270.4700 in September. To send a gift of any amount to support Camp CLIFF, please make checks out to Candlelighters
and mail to Candlelighters, 12919 Southwest Freeway, Suite 100, Stafford Texas 77477.  All donations are tax deductible.  

*One more available!



Lane.   He ’s the baby of our three boys,  the one who completed our family.   Since the day he was born,  he has kept us
on our toes.   He took his f irst steps at 10 months old and has been ful l-blast ever since.  He's always been fearless,
a l itt le stubborn,  a lot wi ld,  and loves the outdoors and giving me near-heart attacks every day.   He is  al l  boy!
 

 

1 ,217  DAYS  IN  BATTLE
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by Kim Rex

In  July of 2015,  a week before Lane turned four,  we noticed bruising on his legs;  as the
days passed, the bruising spread to his arms and lower back.   We just knew it  was
because he was such an active l itt le boy,  so we decided to wait  unti l  the bruises
faded...  but they never did.   He complained of lower leg pain,  but don ’t al l  kids complain
of growing pains?  He was sti l l  ful l  of  energy and being his typical  self,  just one that
was covered in bruises.
 

On August 7,  I  noticed pinpoint bruises (petechiae)  al l  over his body.  The next day,  I
took him to his pediatrician,  and after  blood work we were immediately sent to Driscol l
Chi ldren ’s Hospital  in  Corpus Christi .  In  just a few short hours,  our l ives would forever
change with a few words:  “We ’re talking leukemia.”   It  is  impossible to accurately
describe the feel ings when I  heard those words.   Our world felt  as though it  was
crashing down around us.   I  have never felt  pain in the depths of my soul  l ike I  did that
day.
 

 Lane was immediately f lown to Texas Chi ldren ’s Hospital  here in Houston and was placed in the Pediatric Intensive
Care Unit.   His l ife was hanging by a thread and he was in cr it ical  condition.   His white blood cel l  count was 617,000
(normal  range for  his age is  4,000-11,000),  and his t iny body was ravaged with cancer.   We sat with doctors in his
room unti l  early the next morning;  for  hours upon hours we signed consent forms, talked extensively about what was
to come, and we went over al l  possible side effects,  including death.   Pheresis doctors told us they needed to start
a procedure cal led leukapheresis and explained to us that they only do this at Texas Chi ldren ’s two to three times a
year.   This would remove many of the white blood cel ls  from Lane ’s body and immediately fol lowing,  he would start
chemotherapy.   Lane was later  official ly  diagnosed with ‘very high r isk pre-b cel l  acute lymphoblastic leukemia ’  and
we would later  learn that he had a genetic mutation (MLL) which was rare in his age group.   Our beautiful  baby was
beginning the fight of his l ife and our world as we knew it  would be radical ly  changed.
 

After his PICU stay,  Lane was moved to the pediatric oncology floor at TCH, and this is  where Candlel ighters showed
up for  our family.   Two of the sweetest ladies quietly walked into our room where my baby slept and my heart ached.
They sat with me and offered genuine empathy,  love,  and help.   They came with mom hearts that knew exactly how
mine felt  because their  babies had battled cancer,  too.   And since that day,  Candlel ighters has remained consistent.
What do I  love most about them?  Not only have they been there for  Lane,  but also for  his big brothers.   So often,
sibl ings are forgotten because the focus is  solely on the sick chi ld,  but Candlel ighters has made sure to make
sibl ings feel  included and loved along the journey.  When one fights,  the entire family f ights.
 
 
Lane and I  never went back to Corpus Christi  after  his diagnosis.  We sold our home there and moved our family to
Houston to give him the best possible chance at l ife.   He battled for  1,217 days;  and he did so with a big smile
plastered across his face and rarely a complaint.   He taught us to smile even when it  hurts,  to have joy even in the 
midst of great pain,  to enjoy the simple things,  to love harder,  to
give more,  and that l ife is  a very precious gift.
 

Today,  Lane is  a big,  healthy,  hi lar ious 8-year-old.   He is  f ierce,
he ’s brave,  and he has more compassion and empathy than any
other 8-year-old I  know.  He just started second grade this year,
loves baseball ,  skateboarding,  wrestl ing with his big brothers,
lounging with his dogs,  and sti l l  thoroughly enjoys giving me near-
heart attacks every day!  Lane is  our walking,  talking,  breathing
miracle boy.   We are eternal ly  grateful  for  his l ife and every
person that helped us through his journey.



CANCER :  A  S IBL ING 'S  PERSPECT IVE
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by Landon Rex, 11 years old

My name is Landon Rex,  and when I  was 6 years old my brother was diagnosed with cancer.   The day Lane was
diagnosed, I  knew nothing about leukemia.   Pretty soon after,  we had to move away from my fr iends and my
school.   We even had to leave our home; I  never got to l ive in my house again.   Everything I  knew vanished in a
single second.  It  hurt a lot.
 

When my brother was in the hospital,  I  didn ’t get to see him very much.  My mom was always gone with him and
my dad had to work.   I  am happy I  had my grandparents to help me and help take care of me, but I  missed my
mom and dad so much.  School  was difficult  because I  always thought about my brother and how my mom and
dad were gone.   I  had to make new fr iends and change schools two times.   It  stunk!   
 

As the war against Lane ’s cancer raged on,  I  felt  hopeless and scared.   Some days I  thought,  “This is  it,  my
brother might die.”   He was in and out the hospital  a  lot and I  felt  confused; I  real ly  didn ’t understand
everything that was going on.   I  just knew I  wanted my family back home and I  wanted Lane to be better.   I
wanted everything to go back to normal  l ike it  was before cancer came into our l ives.
 

And then watching my brother f ight,  I  saw how brave he was and thought I  could be brave l ike him.  He ran
around Texas Chi ldren ’s Hospital  l ike a wild person.   He made me smile.   I  real ly  l iked the people that took care
of my brother at Texas Chi ldren ’s.   I  knew he was in good hands.  
 

Candlel ighters has helped me through my brother ’s cancer journey so much.  Camp CLIFF was my favorite thing
that we ’ve done as a family!   We got to get away from cancer and have fun for  three days!   We got to be a
normal  family!   And I  got to make new fr iends just l ike me!  Other sibl ings of kids with cancer.  Sometimes
things don ’t go the way we want,  but watching my brother f ight cancer made me a better  person.   I  love him and
I'm thankful  he's better  now.
 

We are thankful to the Rex family for sharing their  stories with us for this special  Childhood Cancer Awareness
Month newsletter issue!  Landon's perspective as the sibling of a child fighting cancer is a valuable one; often
times, the focus and effort is placed on getting their  sibling well.  But everyone's worlds are turned upside down by
a childhood cancer diagnosis -  the patient,  the parents, and the siblings. The stress and struggles of siblings
walking alongside their  loved one with cancer are real,  raw, and important to acknowledge.  This is why
Candlelighters serves the whole family throughout their  entire cancer journey and beyond. Just as the patient's l ife
is forever changed, so are the family members' l ives, and we believe no one in the family should have to go through
this experience alone.  We love to see siblings connect at our events and weekend sleepaway camp, Camp CLIFF, as
Landon mentions above.  We strive to provide opportunities for each member of the family to find someone "just
like me" -  those connections are invaluable and irreplaceable!  If  you  would  l ike  to  submit  your  story  to  be
featured  in  a  future  newsletter,  please  email  Program  Director  Carly  Bradshaw  at  cbradshaw@candle.org.



I n  a  j o i n t  e f f o r t  b y  t h e  Sugar  Land  Skeeters  b a s e b a l l  t e a m  a n d  l o n g - t i m e  s p o n s o r  a n d
s u p p o r t e r  Constel lat ion  Energy ,  o v e r  3 5 0  C a n d l e l i g h t e r s  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  w e r e  t r e a t e d  t o  a  n i g h t  f u l l
o f  f u n  o u t  a t  t h e  C o n s t e l l a t i o n  F i e l d  s t a d i u m  t o  k i c k  o f f  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  s u m m e r !
 

 

TAKE  ME  OUT  TO  THE  BALLGAME !
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Kicking Off Summer with The Sugar Land Skeeters

T h e  S k e e t e r s  g e n e r o u s l y  d o n a t e d  t i c k e t s  t o  t h e i r  M a y  3 1 s t  h o m e  g a m e  v s .  t h e
S o m e r s e t  P a t r i o t s ,  p a r k i n g  p a s s e s ,  a  b u f f e t  d i n n e r ,  b o t t o m l e s s  b e v e r a g e s ,
a n d  u s e  o f  t h e i r  p a r t y - p e r f e c t  p i c n i c  s p a c e  i n  l e f t  f i e l d  f o r  f a m i l i e s  t o
c o n g r e g a t e  a n d  e n j o y  t h e  g a m e ,  a l l  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e !   S k e e t e r s  p a r t n e r  
Leonett i  Graphics  p r o v i d e d  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  t - s h i r t s  m a t c h i n g  t h e  t h e m e  o f  t h e
p l a y e r s ’  j e r s e y s  f o r  t h a t  n i g h t ’s  g a m e ,  w h i c h  v i r t u a l l y  i l l u m i n a t e d  t h e
o u t f i e l d  i n  a  s e a  o f  n e o n  g r e e n .   T h e  t h e m e  o f  t h e  g a m e  w a s  S u p e r h e r o  N i g h t
a n d  i t  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a  b e t t e r  f i t  f o r  d e s c r i b i n g  o u r  C a n d l e l i g h t e r s
f a m i l i e s !   T h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  s h i r t s  r e a d  ‘N o t  A l l  S u p e r h e r o e s  W e a r  C a p e s ’  a n d
e v e r y o n e  w a s  o f f e r e d  a  s u p e r h e r o  m a s k  ( g e n e r o u s l y  d o n a t e d  b y  r e s i d e n t s  o f
t h e  Greatwood  neighborhood )  a s  t h e y  w a l k e d  i n .

O u r  f a m i l i e s  e x e m p l i f y  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s u p e r p o w e r s  a s  t h e y  j o u r n e y
t h r o u g h  c h i l d h o o d  c a n c e r .   I t  w a s  i n s p i r i n g  t o  h a v e  l o n g - t e r m  s u r v i v o r
Alden  Duncan  t h r o w  o u t  t h e  c e r e m o n i a l  f i r s t  p i t c h  o f  t h e  n i g h t !  A l d e n
w a s  d i a g n o s e d  w i t h  A c u t e  L y m p h o b l a s t i c  L e u k e m i a  a t  a g e  4  a n d  f o u g h t  a
l o n g  b a t t l e  t o  f i n a l l y  g e t  i n t o  r e m i s s i o n .   H e  i s  n o w  1 4 - y e a r s - o l d ,  j u s t
s t a r t e d  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  a n d  i s  a n  a l l - s t a r  a t h l e t e !
 

T h e  n i g h t  e n d e d  u p  b e i n g  a  s p e c i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n  f o r  4 - y e a r - o l d  Zayn
Traylor .   L a s t  S e p t e m b e r ,  Z a y n  w a s  d i a g n o s e d  w i t h  A c u t e  P r o m y e l o c y t i c
L e u k e m i a .  R i g h t  b e f o r e  h e  k i c k e d  o f f  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  g a m e ,  t h e
a n n o u n c e r  r e a d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  “Z a y n  r e c e i v e d  m u l t i p l e  b l o o d  t r a n s f u s i o n s
a n d  c o m p l e t e d  h i s  f i n a l  r o u n d  o f  c h e m o t h e r a p y  e a r l i e r  T O D A Y  a n d  r a n g

t h e  b e l l  t o  s i g n i f y  t h e  e n d  o f  h i s  c a n c e r  t r e a t m e n t !”  —  a n d  t h e  c r o w d  e r u p t e d  w i t h  c h e e r s  a n d
c l a p p i n g !  T h a t  s p e c i a l  m o m e n t  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  c u t e s t  “P l a y  B a l l !”  t h e  c r o w d  h a d  e v e r  s e e n .
T h e  S k e e t e r s  w e r e  s o  t o u c h e d  t h a t  Z a y n  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  w a n t e d  t o  c e l e b r a t e  s u c h  a n  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  a t
t h e  g a m e  t h a t  S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t ,  f o r m e r  M a j o r  L e a g u e  B a s e b a l l  P l a y e r ,  a n d  f o r m e r  C o a c h  f o r  t h e
H o u s t o n  A s t r o s ,  Deacon  Jones ,  p r e s e n t e d  Z a y n  w i t h  a  c u s t o m  j e r s e y ,  s o  h e ’d  a l w a y s  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g
s p e c i a l  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  m o n u m e n t a l  d a y !
 D u r i n g  t h e i r  c h a r i t y  n i g h t s ,  T h e  S k e e t e r s  a u c t i o n  o f f

t h e  s p e c i a l t y  j e r s e y s  f r o m  t h a t  n i g h t ' s  g a m e .  S k e e t e r s
f a n s  b i d  o n  j e r s e y s  a n d  r a i s e d  a l m o s t  $3,000  t o  s u p p o r t
C a n d l e l i g h t e r s  p r o g r a m s  a n d  e v e n t s  f o r  f a m i l i e s
b a t t l i n g  c h i l d h o o d  c a n c e r !   T h e  n i g h t  e n d e d  w i t h  a  4 - 3
w i n  f o r  t h e  S k e e t e r s ,  f a m i l i e s  s w i m m i n g ,  k i d d o s  r u n n i n g
a r o u n d  t h e  p l a y g r o u n d  a n d  s p l a s h  p a d ,  a n d  a  p a r t y  i n
t h e  o u t f i e l d  w a t c h i n g  t h e  f u n  a n d  e n t e r t a i n i n g
S p a z m a t i c s  c o n c e r t !   
 

T h a n k  y o u  t o  C o n s t e l l a t i o n  E n e r g y ,  L e o n e t t i  G r a p h i c s ,  a n d  t o  t h e
S u g a r  L a n d  S k e e t e r s  f o r  t r e a t i n g  o u r  C a n d l e l i g h t e r s  f a m i l i e s  t o
s u c h  a  f u n  n i g h t  a t  t h e  b a l l p a r k !



A  NIGHT  WITH  THE  SUGAR  LAND  SKEETERS !
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My name is Dylan Probe and I  want to tel l  you about my cancer journey.   In  2015,  my heel  started hurting when I
walked.   My parents were told it  was just growing pains and it  would go away soon.  Sometimes my heel  would
“flare up”  then it  would go back to normal.   These “flare ups”  would last for  about a week,  but they would
always end up going away.   This happened very often.
 
 

TAK ING  ON  A  RARE  BONE  CANCER :  DYLAN 'S  STORY
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by Dylan Probe, 12 years old

In  February of 2016,  I  got another “flare up” ,  but this t ime, my heel  got very
swollen and I  started to l imp.  It  lasted through the summer and my parents
thought something was off –  this seemed l ike more than normal  growing
pains.  My mom took me to the doctor and I  had a small  surgery to look at
what was going on in my heel.
 

After this exploratory surgery,  the doctors found out that Ewing ’s Sarcoma (a
rare bone cancer that affects only about 200 people in America every year)
had eaten up most of my heel  bone.   I  left  school  in the beginning of 4th
grade and started chemotherapy that November.   Then,  halfway through
treatment,  I  had a l ife-changing surgery where I  had to have my leg
amputated to be able to walk again.   It  took what seemed l ike forever for  me
to heal,  since the chemotherapy impacted the heal ing process.
 
 I  f inal ly  f inished treatment in September 2017 and got my prosthetic leg that December!   I  love to play
volleyball ,  swim, travel,  and paint!   I  sti l l  go back to the hospital  every 3 months for  x-rays of my leg and chest
to make sure the cancer hasn't  returned in any part of my body.   It  has been almost 2 years since
chemotherapy ended and everything has been great.   When the doctor amputated my leg,  they looked at the
tumor and it  was 100% “dead” !  My doctor said he had never seen that in a patient.   That was amazing news!
 
 Although, things weren ’t always this easy…  when I  went back to school  in the 5th grade,

it  seemed l ike people ’s eyes were glued to my prosthetic leg.   At f irst,  it  real ly  bothered
me, because to me, my fr iends,  and my family,  I  was the same person,  just part of my leg
was metal!   Even if  I  didn ’t see people looking,  I  just knew they wanted to.  One time, I  saw
a gir l  look at me then whisper to her fr iend and I  just knew it  was about my leg.   People
did stuff l ike that al l  the time and it  definitely did not feel  good.  I  l ike it  a  lot more when
people just come out and ask me about it,  rather than stare!   Now, I 'm in 7th grade,  and
I ’m used to it.   It  doesn ’t real ly  bother me anymore!   I  bel ieve everyone has a chal lenge
they face in l ife,  mine just happens to be a visible chal lenge.   And besides…  10 toes are
so overrated!!

Dylan has continued to impress Candlel ighters with her "can-do" attitude and
resi l ience through her chi ldhood cancer journey!   L ike so many of the kiddos
we meet,  Dylan was faced with unexpected circumstances and extreme
treatments,  and she has overcome those great obstacles with strength,
courage,  and a positive outlook.   Dylan and her mother joined us at our
weekend family camp, Camp CLIFF,  last year and did not let any physical
differences hold her back!   It  was a space where physical  accommodations
could be made if  she needed them and also a place where she wasn't  the
"different" kid;  she was surrounded by other kids who had walked through
cancer treatment.   One of the many reasons we host our Camp CLIFF weekend
is to to bring famil ies together who are walking the same journey.   At their
schools and in their  neighborhoods they may be the only chi ld with cancer,
but not at Camp CLIFF.   We are so proud of you,  Dylan!  



Saylor  was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML) on March 1,  2019.   She had just
turned 9 months old the day before and seemed l ike she was trying to recover from the
flu;  both of her older brothers,  Colt  and Carsyn,  had just gotten over it.   For  some
reason, Saylor  just couldn ’t kick this yucky bug.   The night before,  she was so restless
and upset.   I  remember so clearly my frustration,  her  fussiness,  and her refusal  to go to
sleep,  nurse,  or  do anything but cry.   I  was flat out exhausted.   L ittle did I  know my
sweet baby was just trying to express how awful  her  t iny body was feel ing inside.  
 

After managing a l itt le sleep,  we woke up the next day and Saylor  wanted to do nothing
but lay in my arms.  L imp, lethargic,  and sti l l  refusing to nurse,  I  knew I  needed to get her
to the ER.  The most severe possibi l ity I  ever fathomed could be wrong with her was
dehydration.   We spent around 5 minutes in the waiting room before we were seen by a
doctor.   With how lethargic Saylor  was,  they needed to start  f luids immediately;  easier
said than done.  The next hour-and-a-half  consisted of me holding Saylor  down while
nurse after  nurse poked a different part of her body trying to f ind a viable vein for  an IV.  

9  MONTHS  OLD  AND  F IGHT ING :  #SAYLORSTRONG
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by Desiree Ray

During al l  of  this,  my mind was sti l l  stuck on dehydration.   The moment it  al l  became terr ifying for  me was when a
single vein could not be found and they told me they needed to shave part of her head to do the IV.   I  couldn ’t be
strong or  handle this on my own anymore.   I  handed Saylor  to the nurses,  ran into the hal lway,  and hit  my knees to
pray.   I  barely remember cal l ing my husband, Holden,  or  him showing up at the ER.   Those moments are al l  a  blur.
 

It  was al l  fuzzy unti l  the word ‘cancer ’  came out of the doctor ’s mouth.   We were rocked to our core in that moment.
Saylor ’s white blood cel l  count was 340,000.  The normal  range for  her  age is  between 6,000-17,000.   I  cannot
express the fear that f i l led our bodies.   We were si lent and motionless with tear-stained cheeks unti l  the Kangaroo
Team from Texas Chi ldren ’s Hospital  arr ived and took over.   There was something about their  presence that gave us
a l itt le rel ief.
 

Saylor  and I  had to take an ambulance r ide to a nearby airport,  board a t iny plane,  and from there rush through
Houston traffic to the hospital.   Holden went home, threw whatever he could f ind into an overnight bag,  and made
the two-hour drive to meet us at Texas Chi ldren ’s.   As much fear as we had in our minds and our hearts,  we felt  that
God had placed us in the r ight hands when we were introduced to Saylor's oncologist,  Dr.  Yi .   She explained
everything in a way that we could understand, and she prayed with us.   I  know she sti l l  continues to pray for  us to
this day and we are so thankful  to her and the phenomenal  staff at Texas Chi ldren ’s.
 

 After  that ER tr ip,  we spent that f irst month in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit.   Saylor
had to be put on dialysis and we experienced the awful  side effects of mouth sores.   We
learned medical  terms I  never fathomed we ’d have to know.  We watched the hands of
nurses so careful ly  treat our gir l ,  and teams of doctors discuss the best plan and
treatments for  her.   We are constantly in awe of how amazing our experience has been.
 

As I  sit  here writ ing this,  we are at the end of our fourth round of chemotherapy.  After
her third round, we were blessed to hear the word ‘remission. ’   If  al l  goes well ,  we wil l
have just one more round left and wil l  be home in September.  (*Update,  Saylor  is  home!)  
 

 

is  f ighting cancer,  and she has an entire army behind her.   “Saylor ’s Anchors”  is
the name of her Facebook page and people from al l  around the world have sent
their  love and prayers to us through this group.   We feel  truly blessed to have
touched the hearts of so many far  beyond our small  town of Sabine Pass,  our
own l itt le sl ice of marsh heaven.   The community and support we have received
leaves us speechless,  and I  know it  forever wil l .   Our  town has been hit  hard by
childhood cancer,  but we wil l  remain strong,  especial ly  during Chi ldhood Cancer
Awareness Month,  in honor of Paytlee,  Anthony,  and our Saylor.   And we wil l
forever remember our gir l  Austyn.   Nobody fights this f ight alone.

We l ike to say that Saylor  does not have cancer,  she 



SUMMER  SURPR ISES  PART I ES
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Bringing some summer fun and lots of surprises to the hospitals!

Every summer,  with the help of generous sponsors,  donors,  vendors,  and volunteers,  Candlel ighters brings
some fun to our fr iends in the hospital  through our Summer Surprises parties!   Held at both MD Anderson
Children ’s Cancer Hospital  and Texas Chi ldren ’s Hospital  Cancer & Hematology Center at the Main Campus,
Summer Surprises is  a way to give chi ldren who are receiving treatment a much-needed boost and burst of fun
in the summer months.   
 

This year,  we had lots of new surprises up our sleeves!   Before the parties even started,  we gathered hundreds
of gifts for  newborns al l  the way up to teenagers.  The Summer Surprises parties were original ly  launched
because of the incredible overflow of hol iday gifts from hol iday toy drives,  l ike the ones hosted by two-time
Presenting  Sponsor  Oler  Relocation  and the Houston  Relocation  Professionals  group!   After  organizing and
boxing up hundreds of new toys,  we enl isted the help of the David  Weekley  Homes  Marketing  &
Communications  Team ;  we transported 35 moving boxes of gifts to their  office to be wrapped by volunteers.
 

On July 17th,  we fi l led the MDACCH Pedi  Dome with arts and crafts stations,  a DJ,  a fun photobooth,  face
painting,  the best popsicles in town, lunch and dessert,  had a visit  from Bel le and The Wasp, and handed out
gifts for  each kiddo and their  sibl ings!   Without the support and manpower from our generous Presenting
Sponsor group,  Adam ’s  Angels ,  this event would not have been possible!   Special  thank you to the vendors
who donated their  goods and services:  KICPOPS ,  Texas  Fun  Face  Painting ,  UR  Photo  Booths ,  Houston  Cosplay
for  Charity ,  Princess  Party  Productions ,  Bash  Sugar  Land ,  The  Farciert  Family ,  and photographer Brittany
Maddox .   Thank you to our wonderful  volunteers from Adam ’s  Angels ,  David  Weekley  Homes  Design  Team  and
The  Lewis-Jackson  Family .   We had a blast partying with more famil ies than ever at our MD Anderson party!  
 

One week later  on July 23rd,  with the help of Presenting  Sponsor  Oler  Relocation  (who graciously purchased
gift  cards for  teens,  the catered lunch,  and brought a group of volunteers!)  we brought the party to the Texas
Children ’s Hospital  Cancer Center cl inic!   We made adorable lei  necklaces,  decorated superhero capes,  painted
cactus canvases,  and tie-dyed the coolest pi l lowcases.   Everyone posed for  pictures with Elsa,  Cinderel la,
Snow White,  Rapunzel,  The Flash,  Captain America,  and Wonder Woman; we had a fun DJ,  festive photo booth,
face painting,  yummy popsicles,  yard games, lunch and dessert,  and gifts for  each kiddo and their  sibl ings!   
 

Local  party & event décor expert Tiffany with Glamfetti  donated the brightest,  cheery tassels and bal loon
garland to give the cl inic a party-perfect makeover!   Long-time Candlel ighters supporter  Kendra  Scott  brought
their  mobile Color  Bar,  offering a beautiful,  custom piece of jewelry to every teen gir l  and mom at the party!
We are sti l l  in  awe of the generosity of everyone involved in this special  day.
 

We could not have pul led off our biggest hospital  party yet without the moving services of Oler  Relocation ,
those mentioned above,  and KICPOPS ,  Oliveus  Photo  Booths ,  UND  Face  &  Body  Art ,  Houston  Kids  Party ,
What ’s  Baking?  Bake  Shop ,  Houston  Cosplay  for  Charity ,  Princesses  of  The  Woodlands ,  photographer Mary
Rocha-Linares ,  photographer Michelle  Sandlin ,  and Bash  Sugar  Land .   Special  thanks to our many volunteers
from Oler  Relocation ,  David  Weekley  Homes  Design  Team ,  Crosby  Fair  &  Rodeo ,  Primm ’s  Posse ,  DataVox ,
and the Candlelighters  Young  Professionals  Group .



  S EP T .  20 1 9 PAGE  1 3   CH I L DHOOD  CANCER  AWARENESS  MONTH

SUMMER  SURPR ISES  PART I ES !
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PRESENT ING  SPONSORS

EVENT  SPONSORS

What's Baking?
BAKERY SHOP

CROSBY
FA IR  & RODEO

THE  FARCIERT
FAMILY

MARY  ROCHA-
LINARES

BRITTANY
MADDOX

MICHELLE
SANDLIN
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Candlelighters invites you to attend our Inaugural 

 
 

Guests will enjoy a glitzy evening filled with white and gold decor, unforgettable

drinks, hors d’oeuvres and fabulous views of the Houston skyline all while

dancing, networking and mingling with Houston’s finest young professionals. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

100% of the proceeds benefit Candlelighters Childhood Cancer Family Alliance.

A Toast to Candlelighters cocktail party!

 
$50 GENERAL ADMISSION

 
$ 7 5  V I P  A D M I S S I O N

 
 
 

 
Special Thanks to our Event Chairs: Ashley Brooks, Amberly Sheppard & Crystal Winters

 

W W W . C A N D L E . O R G

a l l  y o u  c a n  e a t  &  d r i n k

a l l  y o u  c a n  e a t  +  d r i n k  p l u s  V I P  b a r

l i n e s  a n d  o n e  F R E E  r a f f l e  t i c k e t
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At Gexa Energy, staying involved with the local communities in which we
live and service is important to us. Electricity may be our daily focus but,
we’re more than just that. We’re ambassadors, community members and
advocates for causes who are passionate about spreading positive energy
and lending a hand. For several years, Gexa Energy has been a proud
sponsor of Candlelighters. 
 

Our support for this organization comes from near and dear in our hearts,
as we’re a company that consists of survivors, supporters and caregivers
for childhood cancer.  Our efforts in supporting Candlelighters comes in a
variety of ways, from our participation in the World’s Championship Bar-B-
Que Contest where we partnered with Candlelighters and hosted 151
children from Texas Children’s Hospital and MD Anderson Cancer Center for
BBQ and fun at the rodeo carnival, to internal fundraising, and being a
sponsor of the annual Fun Walk.   
 

Gexa Energy is committed to supporting organizations that strengthen our local community, and we are honored to
have the opportunity to once again work with Candlelighters to make a difference in the lives of these families.

Central Bank has become much more than a financial institution for Candlelighters; they are a company that goes
above and beyond supporting our cause.  Central Bank has done it all - they have sponsored our Lights of Courage
Luncheon, their employees have hosted annual toy and clothing drives for cancer patients (enabling us to provide
more gifts during our Summer Surprises parties), they have organized a fundraising team for our annual Fun Walk,
they bring volunteers to many of our events to help them run smoothly, and they spread cheer during the holidays
through our annual Holiday Adopt-A-Family program.  They have become far more than a vendor - they are engrained
in our mission and personally assist with our initiatives for families touched by childhood cancer. 
 

So when the opportunity arose for them to host one of our Candlelighters Cares months at Texas Children's
Hospital, it was no surprise that they jumped at the chance to spoil our nurse and doctor friends with a sweet
summer treat!  They brought in an ice cream sundae bar, complete with all the yummy toppings and delicious Blue
Bell ice cream!  Thank you for always supporting our efforts, Central Bank!

CORPORATE  CORNER Gexa Energy

WITH  A  CHERRY  ON  TOP Central Bank
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s c h o o l  i n i t i a t i v e
CANDLEL I GHTERS

 Bauerschlag Elementary

School

Crosby Independant School 

 District

 Glenda Dawson High School

 Episcopal High School

 Fall Creek Elementary School

 Katy High School

 Leon H. Sablatura Middle 

 School

 St. Francis Episcopal - Lower 

 School

 St. Martha Catholic School

 St. Mary of Magdalene School   

- Humble

 Webber Elementary School

 Willis High School

spreading childhood cancer awareness in schools 
and teaching kids the importance of community 

2019  SCHOOLS All across Houston, schools, students, and teachers

are raising awareness for childhood cancer AND

funds for families of children with cancer through

the support of Candlelighters services and events!

Join our growing list of schools TODAY!

 
Coin Wars

ONE day for $1
Talent Shows
Bake Sales

Staff Jeans Days
Dunk Tanks

Chick-Fil-A Nights
Toy/Gift Card Drives

 
 For more information contact Kelsey 

at kelseyt@candle.org or (713) 270-4700
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CANDLEL IGHTERS  CARES Nurse Appreciation!
When Candlelighters decided to start the Candlelighters  Cares program, the heart behind this effort was to show
the hard working nurses, doctors, and hospital staff at Texas Children's Hospital and MD Anderson Children's Cancer
Hospital just how much they are appreciated.  Time and time again, we heard from families how the hospital staff
plays such an integral role in their cancer journey - not just because of their expertise and specialties, but also in
their genuine care, compassion, and often times friendship they provide to patients and families.  Candlelighters
Cares is our opportunity to say a heartfelt 'Thank You' not only from our staff, but also on behalf of our
Candlelighters families. 
 

When it came time for Nurse Appreciation Week, we wanted to do something extra special!  Because of the gracious
donations (totaling more than $1,000 combined!) from five local cookiers, we were able to gift over 300 delicious and
beautiful cookies to staff at our partner hospitals!  Thanks to the ladies at Cookies  by  Sarah  Michelle  (Katy,
@cookiesbysarahmichelle), Kookies  Kat (Katy, @kookieskat_), The  Cookie  Mom (Sugar Land, @thecookiemomtx),
The  Sugar  Jar  (Houston, @thesugarjar1), and Whip  It  Good  Cookies (Tomball, @whipitgoodcookies) for these
gorgeous, yummy cookies!  Visit their Instagram accounts to see more of their work and show them some love for
donating to Candlelighters!  Maybe they can even make cookies for your next special occasion!
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Candlelighters is honored to have been chosen as the charity of choice by Houston Texans' #20 Justin Reid!  The
Texans All Community Team (TACT) ticketing program allows players to purchase season tickets for local
nonprofits, providing groups with the opportunity to attend home games, get behind-the-scenes and on-field
experiences, and meet Houston Texans players.  Last season, 16 Texans players participated in the program,
purchasing and donating more than 2,400 tickets to local charities.  
 

In past years, Candlelighters has been blessed to partner with former Texans player, and long-time Candlelighters
and childhood cancer champion, Kareem Jackson.  Last December, Jackson brought a handful of teammates to his
Shop With A Jock night serving Candlelighters kids and their siblings through a one-night holiday shopping spree.
One of the Texans in tow was rookie Safety, Justin Reid. The children had a blast cruising the toy aisles and
choosing gifts with Kareem and Justin! 
 

We are so thankful for a continued partnership with the Houston Texans and look forward to cheering on our new
champion at this year's Texans home games, #20, Justin Reid!

Because of generous community partners like the Houston Relocation Professionals (HRP) group, Candlelighters families
get treated to some pretty fantastic, exclusive opportunities around town!  At the end of June, our friends at HRP
treated Candlelighters families to a private tour of Minute Maid Park, a catered lunch, and amazing seats to take in a
Houston Astros baseball game!  Each Candlelighters kiddo in attendance also walked away with a swag bag, packed to
the brim with fun Astros gear and a Jose Altuve bobblehead!  We were honored to be invited again this year and extend
our biggest thanks to our friends at HRP!

ARE  YOU  RE ID 'Y  TO  RUMBLE ! ?
Houston Texans Safety #20, Justin Reid, chooses Candlelighters as TACT partner!

ROOT ,  ROOT ,  ROOT  FOR  THE  ASTROS
Houston Relocation Professionals Group treats Candlelighters to private tour and a ballgame!

Thank   you!
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HOL IDAY  ADOPT - A -FAMILY  PROGRAM

The Holiday Adopt-A-Family Program is open to registered Candlelighters families with patients who are 18-years-
old or younger. Gift recipients include the patient, parents, and siblings, but anyone receiving gifts must reside in
the home with the patient; eligible siblings are those 18 and under.  Patient eligibility includes those on treatment,
off treatment (within 5 years), and bereaved families (within 5 years.)  If you qualify and would like to participate
in this program (and have not received your Holiday Adopt-A-Family Wish List Form) please contact your Parent
Consultant to register.  Please return your completed forms as soon as possible to be matched with a sponsor!

Candlelighters Families

Spreading holiday cheer to Candlelighters families!

With the help of our amazing community partners and sponsors, last year was our biggest Holiday Adopt-A-Family
to date, serving over 1,500 Candlelighters family members in and around Houston!  Many companies are already
gearing up and selecting organizations to partner with this holiday season, so look no further!  Candlelighters is in
need of gift-giving sponsors to deliver new, wrapped gifts this December to childhood cancer patients and their
family members! 
 

Our Holiday Adopt-A-Family Program provides hope, support, and practical help to families during the holiday
season. Families going through childhood cancer have MANY other costly expenses throughout the year: surgeries,
doctor's visits, medications, increased gas expenses for numerous trips to the Medical Center, parking costs, and
more.  This heartwarming program offers sponsors the opportunity to interact directly with Candlelighters families.
This contact is important for both the sponsors and the families in celebrating the true meaning of the holidays.
Discover the joy of spreading holiday cheer to those families who find the season especially difficult while coping
with a child diagnosed with cancer or having recently lost a child to cancer.  
 

Donors and sponsors have been individual families, individual grades and classes or entire schools, employee
groups, clubs, businesses, church youth groups, and individuals.  The sponsor will be matched with a family and
given a Wish List containing gift ideas for each member of the family.  Sponsors will purchase and wrap gifts,
spending at least $50 per person, and will organize delivery of the gifts directly with the family.
 

If your family, organization, or company employees would like to buy and deliver gifts to a family touched by childhood
cancer, please contact Program Director Carly Bradshaw at cbradshaw@candle.org or 713.270.4700 to sign up.  If you are a
sponsor from a previous year, your form will be mailed to you soon and you will be matched with a family as soon as possible. 

Gift-Giving Sponsors
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RESOURCES  FOR  CANDLEL IGHTERS  FAMIL I ES
CANDLELIGHTERS MISSION IS TO PROVIDE EMOTIONAL, EDUCATIONAL, AND PRACTICAL SUPPORT TO CHILDREN WITH CANCER AND
THEIR FAMILIES. IF YOU ARE A FAMILY BATTLING, RECOVERING OR BEREAVING FROM CHILDHOOD CANCER, OR KNOW A FAMILY ON
THIS JOURNEY, PLEASE SHARE THESE RESOURCES BOTH CANDLELIGHTERS AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS IN OUR COMMUNITY OFFER.

Transportation Assistance for People with Disabilities
Houston Children’s Charity

 
Grief Support

Bo’s Place
Project Joy and Hope

 
Financial Assistance

Heroes for Children Rent and Mortgage
Houston Children’s Charity Prosthetics
Project Joy and Hope

On-Treatment Housing
Halo House Foundation
Ronald McDonald House
Chance for Hope
Project Joy and Hope
A Shelter for Cancer Families
The Ballard House
Joe’s House

 

College Scholarships
Addi’s Faith Foundation
American Cancer Society
Cancer for College
Cancer Survivor Fund
Childhood Brain Tumor Foundation/Brittany Truitt Scholarship
Friends of Scott
Jack’s Ride Scholarship Program
Kidsrstrong2
Kids 4 Kids with Cancer
National Children’s Cancer Society
National Collegiate Cancer Foundation
Northwestern Mutual – Sibling Scholarship Program
The Simon Cancer Foundation Scholarship Program
Snowdrop Foundation
Super Sibs Scholarship Program for brothers and sisters 
of children with cancer
The Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation
The SAMFund for Young Adult Survivors of Cancer
The Ulman Cancer Fund for Young Adults

CANDLELIGHTERS PROVIDES PRACTICAL SUPPORT IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS:
Parking assistance at the Texas Medical Center
Grocery store gift cards
Meal passes to Texas Medical Center cafeterias
Gas Cards
Help with funeral expenses

 

CANDLELIGHTERS PROVIDES EMOTIONAL & EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT THROUGH OUR FOLLOWING PROGRAMS AND EVENTS:
One-on-one peer support from Parent Consultants (2 staff at MD Anderson Children’s Cancer Hospital; 3 at Texas Children’s
Cancer Center)
Support Group Meetings (weekly at MD Anderson Children’s Cancer Hospital and Texas Children’s Cancer Center)
Newsletter
Camp CLIFF (Children Loved in Families Forever) weekend family camp
Fall Family Festival
Holiday Adopt-A-Family Program
Skeeter’s Day at the Ball Park
Summer Surprises parties at MD Anderson Children’s Cancer Hospital and Texas Children’s Cancer Center
Many others throughout the year!  Stay up-to-date on programs and events by joining our email and newsletter mailing list,
and by following us on Facebook: Candlelighters Houston and Instagram: @candlelighters_houston

  
 OTHER RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO FAMILIES FACING CHILDHOOD CANCER:



candlelighters_houstonCandlelighters Houston

CANDLELIGHTERS CHILDHOOD CANCER FAMILY ALLIANCE'S MISSION
IS TO PROVIDE EMOTIONAL, EDUCATIONAL, AND PRACTICAL SUPPORT

TO CHILDREN WITH CANCER AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

Candlelighters began in 1989 with two parent support groups from the Texas Medical Center: one at Texas Children’s Cancer Center and one
at MD Anderson Children’s Cancer Hospital.  The parent group at Texas Children’s Cancer Center sought formal incorporation, and in 1993
Candlelighters was legally formed.  In the fall of 1993, they invited the parent group from the MD Anderson Children's Cancer Hospital to join
them and the two organizations merged into one.  The Parent Consultant Program was developed to directly meet the needs of families at
the treatment centers and to inform them of potential resources.  Our programs and services extend beyond the hospital walls with our
Family Camp, Adopt-A-Family, Fall Festival, Candlelighters Newsletter, and other special events.  Over the years, we have learned how
critically valuable it is for our Parent Consultants to be able to directly impact families through emotional support, parking assistance, meal
passes, gas cards, and more.  It is our greatest honor and privilege to bring this type of comfort and hope to childhood cancer families.

Special Thanks To

www.candle.org


